
Science Knowledge Organiser 
Year 4

Summer (ii)
What are the positive and negative impacts of humans on the 

environment?

Substantive Knowledge - The positive effects of nature reserves, 
ecologically planned parks and garden ponds and the negative effects of 
population and development, litter and deforestation.

Core vocabulary
deforestation - clearing a wide area of trees
ecosystems- an ecosystem is a natural environment where everything 
interacts to support life.
threaten- someone or something to be vulnerable or at risk

To know that environments change and that this can sometimes pose 
dangers to living things. 

To know the positive and 
negative human impact on 
environments, for
example, the positive effects of 
nature reserves, ecologically 
planned parks and garden ponds 
with the negative effects of
population and development, 
litter and deforestation.
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