
Science  Knowledge Organiser 
Year 4

Summer (i)
How can a classification key help with growing 

plants and animals?
Substantive Knowledge - Plants can be classified into groups. Classification 
keys support grouping

RECAP OPPORTUNITY: To 
know how the habitat 

changes throughout the year

To know how to group vertebrates such as fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals

What do you notice about your own local area at 
different times of the year? Think about flowers you 
might see, how often the grass needs cutting at 
different times of the year and what animals you see 
and hear

Core vocabulary
vertebrate- an animal of a 
large group distinguished 
by the possession of a 
backbone or spinal 
column
invertebrate- an animal 
lacking a backbone 
classification - the 
arrangement of animals 
and plants into groups 
according to their 
observed similarities

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB905GB905&q=backbone&si=AMnBZoFm76bvId4K9j6r5bU9rVYrIwBCnwAUX7wLZ9wlmHOSSvSRSAiIcWp43IrcgSB0U2V-wlPo5Xu6srUP2kIIUyPS1c1CUA%3D%3D&expnd=1


To know how to group plants into categories such as flowering plants 
(including grasses) and non flowering plants such as ferns and mosses

To know how to group invertebrates into snails, 
slugs, worms, spiders and insects

To know how to use 
classification keys to 
help group, identify 

and name a variety of 
living things in the 

local and wider 
environment

Can you use 
these 

classification 
keys to 
identify 

plants in 
your garden?


