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Dear parents and carers,
We cannot quite believe that this week is only our first
week back- so much has happened, including Road
Safety sessions in our Early Years, planting going on in the
meadow space opposite the BUFA, children whittling in
Forest School, children discovering mysterious dolls
houses in year 1, family members coming to share their
expertise and children learning about different faith
celebrations in assemblies and in their learning. Phew!
We have also been busy behind the scenes in
preparation for our Schools Priorities Evening on 24
November- please do come along if you can, and if you
can’t, please do reach out to us using the Google Form-
see the infographic in this week’s Bulletin for more
information. Thank you to those parents who have
already reached out, we welcome the chance to share
what we are working on in school.

th

It is parents evening next week. Our teachers will share
how well your child has settled into the new school year
and how you can support them at home. Please do share
any important information with them as you can add
information to your child’s Pupil Passport. 
We have noticed several parents on calls, taking photos
or otherwise using their phones whilst on site. Please do
not use your phones when on drop off or pick up. This is
to ensure all children are kept safe and that your focus
remains on supervising your child whilst on school
grounds. Thank you for your support with this. 
Please check the ‘upcoming dates’ bit very carefully-
there are exciting things coming up- including a ‘save the
date’ for our winter performances. You only need to
attend once- this is to ensure all parents have a chance
to see their child’s performance. More details to follow in
the coming weeks! 
We hope you all have a wonderful weekend
Mrs McGrath and Mrs Armstrong
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Parents Evenings- Tuesday 17  and Wednesday 18
November 3:30pm-6pm

th th

Year 6 Big Outcome- Wednesday 18  November 2:20pmth

School Priorities Evening- Tuesday 24  November 6pmth

Wreath making- FOB event 27  Novemberth

0-5 year olds Stay and Play- Saturday 28  November
9:30am-11:30am

th

Year 5 trip to the Science Museum- 1  Decemberst

Winter Fair- 4  Decemberth

Nursery Christmas Celebration - Wednesday 9  December
9:30-10:30

th

Reception and KS1 Winter performance Wednesday 16
December 9:30am; Thursday 17  December 2:30pm

th

th

KS2 Winter permances Wednesday 16  December 2:30pm
and Thursday 17  December 9:30am

th

th

Each week, we will be highlighting
something about school life that

parents might not know about...if there
is anything you would like more

information about, that you think
would benefit from a ‘spotlight’ being

shone on it, please let us know!
This week’s spotlight 





This week, we are
celebrating...

This fantastic artwork, produced by Frankie
and his Dad at home...so impressive! Let us

know if you fancy doing some artwork around
school!

 Isobel in year 6 has been selected in a
small groups to represent the Girl

Guiding this weekend and take part on
the float in parade of The Lords Mayors

Show on Saturday!
She has been rehearsing the event

which will be televised at the weekend,
so look out for her in her uniform on

the tv!

We will be cheering you on, Isobel!

For more information about the event,
please see the link below:

https://www.lordmayorsshow.london 



Each week, we highlight
something about school
life that parents might

not know about...if there
is anything you would like
more information about,

that you think would
benefit from a ‘spotlight’
being shone on it, please

let us know!

Spotlight on...

SAFEGUARDING
Safeguarding

is EVERYONE’s
responsibility;
the leads for
safeguarding
at Brooklands

are:

What does safeguarding actually mean?

Safeguarding is the action taken to protect people's health,

wellbeing, and human rights, and to enable them to live free from

harm, abuse, and neglect

Safeguarding Children: Protecting children

from maltreatment, preventing impairment of

their health or development, and ensuring

they grow up in circumstances that provide

safe and effective care.

 We talk to the children regularly about how we work to keep them safe, how being safe
is everyone’s responsibility and who they can speak to if they are worried. 

We also share these key messages through Circle Times; Learning Mentor time;
assemblies; online safety lessons; lanyards and workshops.

We never promise to ‘keep secrets’ and always explain that if we are worried about
what they tell us, that we will do what we can to keep them safe. 

How do we talk about keeping children 
safe at school?



Designated safeguarding lead will assess the concern 

and take one of the following actions:

I have a safeguarding concern 

about a child

Report this to a member of staff who will record this on our

safeguarding system:  via CPOMS

Monitor

Designated 

Safeguarding Lead

Sarah Armstrong

Speak to parents/carer

Concern will be monitored and support given where

deemed appropriate. For example foodbank, housing

support, clothing or toy bank. There are many areas of 

support and strong community links have been established to 

benefit our families.

A TAC may be initiated to document targeted support.

The situation does not improve and concerns remain or increase.

Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Lead

Emily McGrath

Referral

Child Protection Officer (DSL) Deputy DSL

Emily McGrathSarah Armstrong

 Greenwich LADO 020 8921 3930 / childrens-LADO@royalgreenwich.gov.uk

Where there is a

serious or ongoing

concerns a referral

may be made to

MASH or Early 

Help.

Children’s services MASH Team - 020 8921 3172 Out of Hours Line - 020 854 8888



We were so proud to have so many
wonderful entries to our Poster

Competition! Friends of Brooklands
had a very hard time choosing a

winner!

Runner-up entries included:

Jack, Year 3

Isobel Year 6 Sonny, Year 2



The winning entry, below, was designed by Kira in year
2! Well done, Kira! 

Hakkon Year 3







ONLINE SAFETY
For Parents - Should You Upload Photos of Children Into AI?

AI image tools are becoming increasingly popular, allowing people to change backgrounds,
enhance photographs or create entirely new images. But what happens when we upload

photographs of our children into these tools?
SWGfL has published some useful advice encouraging parents and carers to think about

what happens to an image once it has been uploaded. Some questions worth considering
include:

Where will the photograph be stored?
Could it be used to train an AI system?

Can the image be permanently deleted?
Does it contain identifying information, such as a school uniform or location?

Could the image be copied, altered or misused?
This doesn't mean that every AI image tool is unsafe, but it is worth understanding how a

service uses photographs before uploading them, particularly when those photographs are
of children.

The SWGfL guidance provides some practical advice to help parents make more informed
decisions.

Link:
SWGfL – Should I Upload Photos of Children Into AI?

Reading at Brooklands
We have a wonderful reading culture at

Brooklands and celebrate this in lots of ways!  

Ten-year-old Hari Kumar is autistic, has ADHD and dreams
of becoming a Bollywood superstar. He’s delighted when

he learns about a school film competition and is
determined to win, certain that it will help pave his way to

fame. Hari’s best friends, Lily and Raheem, are fully
supportive, but with so many ideas buzzing around his

head, Hari becomes intense and they accuse him of being
too controlling. Hari also struggles to process his feelings
about new boy Cameron, who hangs out with the bullies

and steals the limelight, with his dazzling football skills and
top marks in class. Will Hari be able to put these

distractions aside and focus on what really matters?

The journal format of this entertaining novel gives readers
direct insight into Hari’s thoughts, feelings, hopes and

worries, helping them to see the world through his unique,
neurodiverse lens. Hari’s Indian-French heritage is
explored with lots of cultural references, and his

immediate and extended family are a joy to meet. Full of
warmth and humour, the tale is accompanied by lively,

doodle-like drawings throughout.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ADnAGBWlzqE&ab_channel=BooksAlive%21
https://us.list-manage.com/R1qcqq53wU6?e=532c2b042f&c2id=a5c58e5d35fdc08961ef5d05edf647b2


Attendance

Reception 99.33%

Year 1 97.24%

Year 2 99%

Year 3 99.14%

Year 4 92.72%

Year 5 100%

Year 6 97.86%





Office
Reminders

Absence - Please ensure you call the office before 9am if your
child will not be in school that day. Alternatively, you can report
your child’s absence on Studybugs. Logging your child’s absence
on Study Bugs will not autmatically mean it is authorised; our
monitoring procedures include checking the validity of the reason
given for absence. Should there be any query, school will contact
you directly for more information before making a decision as to
whether the absence will be authorised.

Should your child’s attendance have been a concern last year
(check your child’s End-Of-Year report if you are unsure) and
your child has already had absence this term, the school will be
contacting you as to how we can support you in ensuring your
child attends school regularly. Any child who has attendance
below 90% over the last 10 school weeks will not have any further
absence authorised without medical evidence. If you have any
questions, please arrange to speak with Mrs. Armstrong who will
be happy to meet with you to discuss this further.

Punctuality - Should a child’s punctuality be identified as
persistent (more than 10%) or a pattern (e.g. late on a particular
day of the week), parents will be invited in to meet with
leadership and/or the local authority attendance officer to
discuss how the school can support the family to improve
punctuality for the child. 

 

Please sign up to our attendance app
which is how we now ask parents to
inform us of absence; thank you to
those who have already signed up.

There is also a link to the page along
the top of our home page on our

website.

l



Nursery Louie for being such a kind friend by making them feel better when
they are sad.

Reception
Juliette for her enthusiasm in phonics sessions 

Margot for being an excellent patient ,nurse and Dr in our World
War 1 class hospital 

Year 1

Winston- for a great start back. You have been very enthusiastic
and focussed well. 

Mimi - for always working hard and trying your best with your
challenges. You have also been coming into school much more

independently. 

Year 2

Atlas for showing that he is always ready to learn and helping
other in the class

Eron for having an outstanding first week back and always trying
his best

Year 3
Isaac- For working hard and completing his independent work.

Ihunda - For being extremely helpful in forest school and always
being a kind and caring member of the class.

Year 4
Selim for always trying to improve and showing really focused

learning this week;
Layan for always helping those around her when they need it

Year 5 Harri and Win- for both making amazing progress with their
writing! Well done both!

Year 6

Theodore - for always showing enthusiasm and curiosity towards
his learning. 

Kristen - for always being a positive role model to others and
enthusiasm towards all learning. 

STARS OF THE WEEK



GENTLE REMINDERS
A reminder that the gate opens for children and families at

8:30am. This is for families and children to socialise and network
as well as giving children plenty of time to be on site in time. The

classroom doors and main KS2 door opens at 8:40am and
children need to be on site by 8:45am.  

Parents on site at the start of the day
Parents are expected to remain on site, with their children, until

the classroom doors open. This is for health and safety and
safeguarding reasons. If children come to school alone (Years 5

and 6), they are to remain in the Early Years playground to
ensure they are in sight of the school staff. 

Mobile phones and smart watches
Children who walk to and from school are allowed to bring a

mobile phone to school so they are able to inform parents they
have arrived safely. However, mobile phones should not be used
on site and so children are to take phones and smart watches

to the office so they can be kept secure until they can be
collected at the end of the day. Having these devices on and
accessible during the school day poses a safeguarding risk,

which we take very seriously. Please support the school in
reminding children to only use their phones once they are off-

site. Thank you. 

Appropriate clothing for school
We have had a few children coming to school recently in clothing
that has not been appropriate for school e.g. costumes, restrictive
clothing and loose footwear. We know that being a non-uniform
school is a unique feature of Brooklands and we do not wish to
prevent children from expressing their individuality. However,
please ensure children are dressed in clothing that does not

restrict movement and footwear that is secure. We have had a few
accidents at playtime recently and this is something we are closely

monitoring. We thank you for your support in this matter.    



Parent 
Webinar

The Greenwich
invite you to their online psychoeducation  about
“Common Behavioural

 Mental health Support  Team (GMHST) likes to 
 for 
” in 

 webinar
parents/carers  Difficulties
children 

The session aims to provide information

.

 about what 
 that can lead to a 

to 
“challenging  behaviour”  is, the factors
child’s
support

 behaviours  and strategies  that can be used 
 positive  behaviours .

In 
parents/carers
promote a positive parent/carer

addition,  the session  hopes  to provide  a space  for 
 with others and to  to share their experiences

 and child relationship .

When?: On 16.11.2026 at 10:00 and 23.11.2026 at 18:00

Who for?: Parents of primary  school aged children  who are 
 and 

 of 
experiences
would like to learn more about the origin & function

 challenges  with their childs behaviour

behaviour,  and how to manage  it.

Please know this is an invite -only event.  
Scan the QR code or click on the link to get your ticket.

Common Behavioural  Difficulties 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/
e/primary-school-parent-

webinar-common-behavioural-
difficulties-tickets-

2003713098817?keep_tld=true 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/primary-school-parent-webinar-common-behavioural-difficulties-tickets-2003713098817?keep_tld=true
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/primary-school-parent-webinar-common-behavioural-difficulties-tickets-2003713098817?keep_tld=true
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/primary-school-parent-webinar-common-behavioural-difficulties-tickets-2003713098817?keep_tld=true
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/primary-school-parent-webinar-common-behavioural-difficulties-tickets-2003713098817?keep_tld=true
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/primary-school-parent-webinar-common-behavioural-difficulties-tickets-2003713098817?keep_tld=true


This week at Brooklands...

Nursery

It has been a very busy and exciting first week back in nursery after half term! Our new topic this term is
Celebrations, and we have been exploring lots of different celebrations and traditions, including

Remembrance Day, Diwali and Bonfire Night. The children have enjoyed using colourful rice to explore
and create their own Rangoli patterns, making poppies with playdough to mark Remembrance Day
and getting creative outdoors with glittery fireworks patterns. It has been lovely to see the children
exploring different colours, textures and materials while learning about the different ways people

celebrate and remember special occasions.

Reception

It has been an absolute joy welcoming everyone back and seeing just how much the children
have grown and developed in such a short space of time.Our first week has been jam-packed
with three fascinating celebrations: Diwali, Bonfire Night and Remembrance Day. These have

provided wonderful opportunities to learn about history, different cultures, British traditions and
values, and the things we hold dear within our communities.The children have thoroughly enjoyed
getting creative through arts and crafts, singing, sharing stories and embracing the changes that
come with our new season.What a lovely start to the term! I'm looking forward to another exciting

term filled with learning, discovery and fun.Well done, Reception!

Year 1

Year 1 have settled quickly and enthusiastically back to learning with a boom, fizz and bang after a
holiday full of fireworks and fun. We have enjoyed activities within the classroom linked to their
experiences of Guy Fawkes night and Remembrance Day. We had a dance lesson where we

moved like fireworks and made different shapes with sensory scarves.The children respectfully
carried out the 2 minute silence on Wednesday in our whole school assembly. They have also

been learning about the recent Hindu Diwali celebrations. 
In English, we are enjoying our class text called ‘The Dolls House’ by Tanya Rosie. This story is about

an abandoned dolls house that finds a new owner.The children have been using the story
language beautifully in their sentences to begin retelling the story using full sentences. We have
been comparing sets of objects plus the height, length, mass and capacity of real things using

lots of mathematical vocabulary such as more than, fewer than, longer than, shorter than, heavier
than, lighter than. 

The focus of our Geography for this half term will be on identifying and recognising the capital
cities in the United Kingdom and their landmarks. The children have been pretending to explore

London in our new role play bus. In our art lesson we have found out about cross hatching and we
have used different marks to explore representing texture.

The Year 1 team would like to say a huge thank you to George's Dad (George Senior) and
Matthew for all their hard work in the holidays cleaning, tidying and organising our outdoor

learning space.

Year 2

We have had an amazing week back, and the class has settled back into school routines brilliantly
while trying really hard in every single lesson!

In English, the children have started their new unit, focusing on using apostrophes for contractions,
writing consistently in the past tense, and using commas in a list. They have shown great

enthusiasm and are already working hard to apply these new skills to their own sentences. In
maths, they have been learning how to complete calculations within 20. This has been going really

well, and it has been wonderful to see how confidently they are able to explain their working out
and share their strategies with the class.

Across the wider curriculum, the children have been just as busy. In science, they have started
their new topic on habitats, thinking carefully about what living things need to survive before

designing and creating their very own habitats. In geography, they have been exploring our local
area and talking about the different human and physical features we see around us. Meanwhile, in

history, the class has started learning all about the Great Fire of London. This has sparked lots of
fantastic questions and has linked wonderfully to our art lessons, where they have been creating
some brilliant, colourful pieces inspired by the event. Finally, in music, the children really enjoyed

starting to learn their new song for the term, and we have already been treated to some confident
and enthusiastic performances!

Overall, we have had such a lovely week back, and we are all very excited for all the new learning
and adventures that await us this term.



This week at Brooklands...in photos!

Year 3

It has been a fantastic first week back for Year 3! 
In Maths, we have been looking at multiplying numbers by 10 and 100. This has been a topic the

children have really excelled in and they have become really confident in their abilities which has
been fantastic to see.

In English, we have started looking at the parable of The Lost Sheep as part of our new focus on
writing a story. We have completed a character description of the shepherd whilst thinking about

using prepositions and subordinated conjunctions. The children have used some wonderfully
descriptive language in their work and produced some really engaging pieces of writing.

In Science, we looked into the important jobs that different parts of a flowering plant do to keep it
alive. We really enjoyed finding out about how the stem, leaves, flower and roots all work together to

help the plant.
We have also enjoyed a great PE lesson in which we experimented with hoops. First the children

successfully learnt to roll the hoop to a partner whilst controlling the direction and most were able to
pass two hoops at the same time. We then tried different methods to be able to throw the hoop and

have it return back to us. After lots of trying everyone was able to work together to find a method
that worked.

We also had some great PSHE, Music and forest school sessions this week, which the children
thoroughly enjoyed.

It has been a great first week back after half term and I am delighted to see how quickly the children
have all settled back into our class routines!

Year 4

What a fantastic first week back after half term! It has been wonderful to see the children settle
straight back into their routines with such enthusiasm. 

In English, we have begun planning and practising our non-chronological reports on the Anglo-
Saxons, focusing on using fronted adverbials, precise nouns, and pronouns. It has been brilliant to
see the class drawing on everything they learned in History last term to bring their writing to life. 

Alongside this, in Maths, we have been building on our times tables skills and applying them to solve
real-world problems.

We have also launched our new Science topic on sound, exploring how sounds are created by
vibrations, including feeling our own vocal cords vibrate when we speak! We started investigating

how larger vibrations produce louder sounds. 
Finally, in History, we are continuing our Anglo-Saxons topic by shifting our focus to the pioneering

women of the era and exploring famous Anglo-Saxon literature. 

Year 5

It has been another busy and productive week in Year 5!
In Maths, we have finished our unit on negative numbers. The children have been applying their

knowledge in a range of contexts, including coordinates, temperature and elevation, developing their
confidence when working with positive and negative numbers. In English, we have been writing

descriptive pieces about Mayan hot chocolate, using exciting vocabulary and a range of descriptive
techniques. This has been great preparation for next week, when we will be writing our own

instructions explaining how to make this ancient Mayan drink! In Reading, we have started exploring
The Storm Keeper's Island, while our end-of-day reading has introduced us to Once by Morris

Gleitzman. In Science, History, RE and Geography, we have completed prior knowledge checks to help
us identify what the children already know and prepare us for our new learning this term. In Science,
we also carried out an experiment as part of our Forces unit. The children investigated how objects
fall and discovered that balls of different weights fall at the same rate, which came as a surprise to
many! A quick reminder that our Science Museum trip is taking place on Tuesday 1st December. If
you haven't already done so, please could you complete the Google Form sent out previously. Well

done to everyone for another fantastic week. Have a great weekend!



This week at Brooklands...in photos!

Year 6

Year 6 have had a brilliant first week back and have returned with such enthusiasm, positivity and a
fantastic attitude towards their learning. We have started our new topic on Queen Victoria and the

Victorian era. The children have thoroughly enjoyed discovering key facts about Queen Victoria’s life
and learning more about this period in history. They have used their research to create detailed and

informative fact files, showcasing their understanding of some important Year 6 grammar skills,
including relative clauses, adverbials and the passive voice.

In reading, we have begun exploring Boy in the Tower. The children have been developing their
inference and comparison skills, considering how the city has changed before and after the arrival of
the Bluchers. They have also enjoyed using clues from the text to make thoughtful inferences about

the Bluchers, discussing what the author might be suggesting and supporting their ideas with
evidence.

In science, we have started our new topic on Evolution. The children have been exploring how horses
have evolved over millions of years, investigating how their appearance and characteristics have

changed over time. We have also looked at fossils and considered what they can tell us about
animals that lived in the past.

Alongside all of our learning, we have also been busy preparing for our big outcome next week! The
children have been working hard and are really looking forward to sharing their learning from the

Autumn term with their families.

Celebrating 
Divali 

in EYFS!



This week at Brooklands...in photos!

Road safety in EYFS!

Art in the 
outdoors

Year 3 doing whittling in Forest School in a very ready, respectful, safe
and engaged manner! Claire and Katie were very proud of them.



Parent Volunteers on Educational Visits and Off-
Site Experiences

We are incredibly fortunate to have parents who volunteer their time to
accompany children on educational visits and other off-site experiences.

These opportunities enrich our children’s learning, and we are very grateful
for your support. Without our parent volunteers, we would not be able to

offer some of these valuable experiences.

Safeguarding requirements for volunteers
If you would like to volunteer for trips regularly, please contact the school

office to request a volunteer application. In line with safeguarding
requirements, parents who volunteer more than three times within a 30-day

period will need to have an enhanced DBS check in place.

Moving forward, all parents volunteering on educational visits will be
required to complete a form confirming their understanding of, and

agreement to, our safeguarding expectations. This form will be shared with
you when you let the office know you are interested in accompanying a
class on a trip. This is an essential part of ensuring that all children and

adults are kept safe.

The form will include non-negotiable expectations, including:

Mobile phones: Mobile phones must not be used whilst supervising or
accompanying children on a trip.

Food sharing: Volunteers must not share food with any child, in line with our
allergy guidance and procedures for keeping children safe.

All volunteers must agree to these expectations before accompanying
children on an educational visit. Parents who do not complete the form or
agree to these requirements will not be able to volunteer on school trips.

We appreciate the time, enthusiasm and support our parent volunteers
bring to school life. These requirements are not intended to discourage

volunteering, but to ensure that every visit is organised safely and in
accordance with our safeguarding responsibilities.

Thank you for your continued support and for helping us provide exciting
and enriching experiences for our children.

 





Shop with your favourite brands  
and you'll raise donations for
Brooklands Primary School
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	Absence - Please ensure you call the office before 9am if your child will not be in school that day. Alternatively, you can report your child’s absence on Studybugs. Logging your child’s absence on Study Bugs will not autmatically mean it is authorised; our monitoring procedures include checking the validity of the reason given for absence. Should there be any query, school will contact you directly for more information before making a decision as to whether the absence will be authorised.
	Should your child’s attendance have been a concern last year (check your child’s End-Of-Year report if you are unsure) and your child has already had absence this term, the school will be contacting you as to how we can support you in ensuring your child attends school regularly. Any child who has attendance below 90% over the last 10 school weeks will not have any further absence authorised without medical evidence. If you have any questions, please arrange to speak with Mrs. Armstrong who will be happy to meet with you to discuss this further.
	Punctuality - Should a child’s punctuality be identified as persistent (more than 10%) or a pattern (e.g. late on a particular day of the week), parents will be invited in to meet with leadership and/or the local authority attendance officer to discuss how the school can support the family to improve punctuality for the child.

	STARS OF THE WEEK
	GENTLE REMINDERS
	A reminder that the gate opens for children and families at 8:30am. This is for families and children to socialise and network as well as giving children plenty of time to be on site in time. The classroom doors and main KS2 door opens at 8:40am and children need to be on site by 8:45am.
	Parents on site at the start of the day
	Parents are expected to remain on site, with their children, until the classroom doors open. This is for health and safety and safeguarding reasons. If children come to school alone (Years 5 and 6), they are to remain in the Early Years playground to ensure they are in sight of the school staff.

	Mobile phones and smart watches
	Children who walk to and from school are allowed to bring a mobile phone to school so they are able to inform parents they have arrived safely. However, mobile phones should not be used on site and so children are to take phones and smart watches to the office so they can be kept secure until they can be collected at the end of the day. Having these devices on and accessible during the school day poses a safeguarding risk, which we take very seriously. Please support the school in reminding children to only use their phones once they are off-site. Thank you.

	Appropriate clothing for school

	Parent
	Webinar
	Common
	Behavioural
	Difficulties
	When?: On 16.11.2026 at 10:00 and 23.11.2026 at 18:00
	Please know this is an invite
	-only event.
	Scan the QR code or click on the link
	to get your ticket.


	This week at Brooklands...
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2

	This week at Brooklands...in photos!
	This week at Brooklands...in photos!
	Celebrating
	Divali
	in EYFS!

	This week at Brooklands...in photos!
	Parent Volunteers on Educational Visits and Off-Site Experiences
	Safeguarding requirements for volunteers

	Shop with your favourite brands  and you'll raise donations for
	Brooklands Primary School

